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The Stones by Lev Tolstoy 

(A Parable) 

Two women came to an elder for an advice. One of them considered herself a 
great sinner. When she was young, she cheated on her husband and since then 
pain didn’t leave her. Another woman, having lived all her life by law, didn’t 
blame herself for any particular sin and was pleased with herself. The elder 
asked both women about their lives. One tearfully confessed to him about her 
great sin. She felt her sin was so great that she did not expect forgiveness for 
it; but another woman said that she does not know any specific sins. The 
elder said to the first one: - You, servant of God, go over the fence and find 
me a big stone - one you can carry, and bring it... And you, - he said to that 
one who didn't know great sins, - also bring me little stones, as many as you 
can carry. The women went and did what the elder ordered. One brought a 
large stone, the other one - a bag full of small stones. The elder examined the 
stones and said: - Now you do this: carry your stones back and place them on 
the very places where you took them, and come back to me. And the women 
went to execute the order. The first one easily found the place where she took 
the stone, and placed it the way it was; but the other one could not recall 
which stone belonged to which location and so, not completing the order, 
returned to the elder with the same bag of stones. - So, - said the old man, - 
the same happens with sins. You easily placed the large and heavy stone 
because you remembered where you took it. But you could not, because you 
did not remember where you took the small stones. 

The same is with sins. You did remember your sin, tolerated reproaches of 
people and of your own conscience for it, humbled yourself, and therefore 
relieved the consequences of the sin. - But you, - the elder addressed the 
woman who brought back the small stones, - committed small sins, didn't 
remember them, didn’t repent them, accustomed to the life of sins, and, by 
condemning the sins of others, deeper and deeper sank in your own sins. We 
are all sinners, and we’ll all perish if we do not repent. 



